
John P. Mayo
President & CEO

John P. Mayo serves as Chief Executive Officer of Webb Diagnostic Technologies.

Mayo grew up working in his family’s tire business in Birmingham. While a student at Vanderbilt 
University, he started selling tires out of his dorm room. With the assistance of Dean K.C. 
Potter, he was able to sell over $1 million in tires. This story is detailed in the book “Chancellors, 
Commodores and Coeds” by Bill Carey on the history of Vanderbilt University. 

Mayo graduated from Vanderbilt in 1972 with an interdepartmental major in business, 
psychology, and sociology. Shortly after graduation, in 1974, he was selected by Parade Magazine 
and the Jim Walter Corporation as one of the top 25 entrepreneurs in the United States under 
the age of 25.

Mayo continuted to operate tire stores in Nashville, Tenn. and later Hawaii until 2002. Upon 
returning to Nashville, he invented an electronic countermeasure technology which was 
subsequently taken by the Department of Defense. He developed the directed-energy acoustic 
weapon system, Detonation Wave Array Projector (DWAP) under contract for the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, Advanced Systems and Concepts.

Mayo then invented a nano-calorimeter technology along with three scientists at Vanderbilt 
called the “Thermal ELISA’ which uses heat detection at the pico-joule level to identify biological 
binding events of interest. Several patents have been issued for this detection platform. 
The development of the technology was moved to the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology in Gaithersburg, Md.

Mayo was one of the founders and serves on the Board of Directors of Micelle BioPharma which 
is in the drug development business of a drug for Sickle Cell Anemia which has completed its 
phase II clinical trial successfully, and is positioned to commence Phase III. The drug has been 
granted a Priority Review Voucher and Fast Track Status by the FDA.


